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2222 WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO

OUR GROUP

Pacific Basin is one of the world’s leading owners 

and operators of modern handysize and handymax 

dry bulk ships. We are also engaged in the owning 

and operating of off-shore and harbour tugs and 

roll-on roll-off freight ferries. 

Our company is listed and headquartered in Hong 

Kong, we have 2,000 seafarers and 380 shore-

based staff in 22 offices, and we operate globally in 

our three main marit ime segments under the 

banners of:

• Pacific Basin Dry Bulk

• PB Energy & Infrastructure Services

• PB RoRo

OUR VISION

We aspire to be a shipping industry leader and the 

partner of choice for customers, staff, shareholders 

and other stakeholders.

WHERE WE ARE HEADING

We will continue our group strategy of directing new 

investment predominantly towards our cornerstone 

dry bulk activity to further strengthen our leading 

market position in the handysize and handymax 

segments, which is where our expertise lies. We 

anticipate that these segments will continue to 

outperform larger dry bulk ships.

Delivered New buildings on order

Owned Chartered 1 Owned Chartered 1 Total
       

Dry Bulk Fleet

Handysize 30 66 7 8 111

Handymax 2 40 6 2 50

Post Panamax 1 1 – – 2

Total Dry Bulk Vessels 33 107 13 10 163

Towage

Tugs 33 2 – – 35

Barges 6 1 – – 7

Bunker Tanker 12 – – – 1

Total towage vessels 40 3 – – 43

Roll on Roll off 4 – 2 – 6

Grand Total 77 110 15 10 212

       

 Please see Fleet > Summary & download on our website for a table detailing our fleet 

development during the first half of 2011

 Please see Fleet > Dry Bulk on our website for details of our owned and chartered ships

Note:

1 Dry bulk chartered fleet comprises 13 vessels under finance leases and 104 vessels 
under operating leases, including 17 and 60 non-core vessels chartered in for medium 
term and short term periods

2 The Group has a 50% interest in the bunker tanker

OUR FLEET
Total 212 vessels (as at 31 July 2011)
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Pacific Basin Dry Bulk

PACIFIC BASIN DRY BULK

Our dry bulk team and business 

model are truly customer focused, 

providing industr ial users and 

producers of raw materials and 

other dry bulk commodities with a professional, 

high-quality, reliable and competitive freight service, 

predominant ly under long term contracts of 

affreightment or on a spot basis. Our service is 

enhanced by round-the-c lock suppor t  f rom 

experienced freight and operations professionals in 

eight chartering offices around the world.

PB Towage

PB RoRo

WHAT ARE HANDYSIZE AND HANDYMAX SHIPS?

Handysize and Handymax bulk carriers are highly 

versatile ocean-going ships with five cargo holds, 

four cranes and a carrying capacity of 25,000-

4 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  4 0 , 0 0 0 - 6 5 , 0 0 0  m e t r i c  t o n n e s 

deadweight (“dwt”) respectively. Whilst still large 

ships, they draw a depth of only 10-12 metres when 

loaded and have a length of 170-190 metres. Their 

relatively “handy” proportions compared to much 

larger Panamax and Capesize bulk carriers allow 

them to access a vast number of ports all around the 

world including those whose entry is restricted by 

shallow water, locks, narrow channels and tight river 

bends. Their cranes enable them to self-load and 

d ischarge and thus se rv ice reg ions l ack ing 

sophisticated cargo handling infrastructure, such as 

the ecologically sensitive logging rivers of the Pacific 

North West and lightly equipped ports in parts of the 

developing world. The ships’ size and equipment 

make them well suited to the carriage of a broad 

range of commodities, mainly in bulk, such as grains, 

metal ores, fertilisers, steels and logs.

PB ENERGY & INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES

Our PB Energy & Infrastructure Services 

division provides marine and logistics 

services to the energy and infrastructure 

sectors mainly through our towage 

logistics business, PB Towage, and through our 

global marine surveying and consultancy subsidiary, 

PacMarine Services. PB Towage operates a fleet of 

modern, high-quality tugs which provide harbour 

towage services and offshore support services for 

energy and construction projects, operating mainly in 

Austra lasia under the banners of PB Towage 

Australia and PB Sea-Tow.

PB RORO

Our PB RoRo business owns a new fleet of 

advanced roll-on roll-off ships of efficient, 

environmentally-friendly and high-capacity 

design suited to the deep-sea freight ferry 

routes of Europe, the Medi terranean and an 

increasing number of other regions around the world. 

PB RoRo specialises in tonnage supply through 

chartering its ships to RoRo operators.

‘Tiwai Point’ departing Bundaberg, Australia with a cargo of sugar

PACIFIC BASIN DRY BULK CARGO VOLUMES 1H 2011

Other Bulks

8% (+3%)

Alumina

6% (+1%)

Coal/Coke

6% (-3%)

Ore

5% (-2%)

Salt

6% (0%)

Steel & Scrap

6% (-1%)

Sugar

3% (-1%)

Grains & Agriculture 

Products

17% (-1%)

Cement & Cement 

Clinker

7% (+1%)

Petcoke

6% (+2%)

Concentrates

4% (-6%)

Logs & Forest 

Products

18% (+6%)

Fertilisers

8% (+1%)

( )% changes in proportion since 1H10

14.5 Million Tonnes




